
 
 

Report to the Chief Executive 
 
Subject: Reopening of Council facilities and services closed due to Covid-19 

Date: 7 April 2020 

Author: Legal Services Manager 

Wards Affected 

Borough-wide 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report to update the Chief Executive on the Government’s 
‘Roadmap out of lockdown’ and obtain approval to reopen Council facilities and 
services as covid-19 restrictions are eased.  

Recommendation(s) 

THAT the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of the Council: 

1) Note the contents of this report. 

2) Authorises the reopening of Council facilities and services as 
and when permitted by legislative changes to the Covid-19 
Regulations. 

3) Delegates authority to the relevant Heads of Service to make all 
necessary operational decisions to reopen Council facilities 
safely in accordance with any applicable Government guidance 
and risk assessments. 

 

1 Background 

1.1 In response to the COVID-19 outbreak and in accordance with the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (All Tiers) (England) Regulations 
2020, on 30th December 2020 the Leader of the Council authorised the 
closure (or partial closure) of a number of Council facilities and services 
and delegated authority to the relevant Director, in consultation with the 
Leader, to reopen such facilities closed once permitted by further 



legislation.  

1.2 On 22nd February 2021 the Government released the ‘COVID-19 
response - Spring 2021’, also known as the ‘Roadmap out of lockdown’. 
This document sets out the Government’s four-step roadmap that will see 
restrictions lifted and offer a route back to a more normal life across 
England starting 8th March 2021. On 29th March 2020 the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (Steps) (England) Regulations 2021 
(the Regulations) came into force which begins to implement this 
Roadmap.   

1.3 In short, the Roadmap and Regulations provide for the lifting of 
restrictions as follows, provided infection rates continue to fall and 
vaccination figures are as projected: 

o On 29th March 2021 outdoor sports facilities, including football 
pitches, tennis courts and open air swimming pools, were allowed to 
reopen for people to take part in formally organised outdoor sports. 
6 people (the rule of 6) or 2 households with no limit on the number 
of people are now permitted to meet outdoors in all outdoor 
environments. The rules regarding track and trace information also 
changed and every customer or visitor should be asked to scan the 
NHS QR code or provide their name and contact details.  

o No earlier than 12th April 2021, outdoor hospitality venues will be 
able to reopen with restrictions requiring customers to consume 
food and drinks whilst seated outdoors and order and pay whilst at 
a table.  Further, a variety of businesses will no longer be 
categorised as restricted business and will be allowed to reopen 
including:  

 non-essential retail shops, including markets; 

 hair and beauty salons (excluding saunas and steam rooms) 
and other persons care facilities; 

 outdoor attractions such as adventure parks and zoos; 

 indoor leisure facilities, such as gyms and swimming pools; 
and 

 public buildings, such as community halls and centres and 
libraries.   

o No earlier than 17th May – most legal restrictions on meeting other 
outdoors will be lifted and gatherings will be permitted for up to 30 
people. Indoor hospitality will be allowed to reopen, although 
customers will have to remain seated. Further, unless designated 
as a restricted business, businesses previously closed may now 
reopen. These include spas and saunas, indoor entertainment and 
visitor attractions (such as cinemas, museums, and soft play areas) 



and outdoor cinemas or other entertainment to the extent not 
previously permitted. Indoor group exercise will be able to resume. 

o No earlier than 21st June 2021, the intention is to remove all legal 
limits on social contact and the remaining restricted premises, such 
as nightclubs, will be permitted to reopen.  

 

1.4 As lockdown restrictions ease the Council will be able to reopen its 
facilities and services, such as its leisure and community centres, the 
Bonington Theatre, Arnold Market and Café 1899, that have previously 
been closed (or only able to partially open) to comply with legislation to 
prevent the spread of covid-19.   

2 Proposal 

2.1 It is proposed that Council facilities and services are reopened when 
permitted by legislative changes and authority is delegated to the relevant 
Heads of Service to make any necessary operational decisions, including 
restrictions on the extent of such reopen (for example, restricting the 
number of persons permitted inside the particular premises) to ensure that 
such facilities reopen when permitted in a timely and covid safe manner in 
accordance with all applicable legislation and / or Government guidance 
and individual risk assessments.  

2.2 Procedures will also need to be put in place to ensure every customer or 
visitor to the Council’s leisure centres and community centres, Café 1899, 
Richard Herrod and Bonington bars, when opened, provide the required 
NHS track and trace information or scan the NHS QR code. 

3 Alternative Options 

3.1 Not to reopen Council facilities and services when legally permitted. 
However this would mean that local residents and communities will not be 
able to access much needed community facilities, such as those within the 
Council’s leisure centre, when such premises are allowed by Government 
to reopen.     

3.2 Not to delegate operational decisions regarding the reopening of facilities 
and services to the relevant Head of Service. However this would lead to 
unnecessary burden on the Executive as the Chief Executive would need 
to make all operational decisions as to how the Council’s premises and 
facilities will reopen.   

4 Financial Implications 

4.1 The Covid -19 related closures of Council facilities has resulted in 



significant financial pressures due to loss of income throughout 2020/21. 

4.2 Income budgets have been reduced accordingly throughout 2020/21 and 
although the Governments Income Compensation Scheme has alleviated 
some of these pressures the remains and element of income, which 
remains irrecoverable through this scheme. 

4.3 The re-opening of Council facilities will allow the Council to resume the 
generation of income and will support the achievement of budgets. 

5 Legal Implications 

5.1 The Government will through regulations ease covid-19 restrictions which 
will allow premises and facilities to reopen. Facilities and services need to 
be reopened in accordance with legislative changes as otherwise 
enforcement action could be taken against the Council for non-compliance.  

6 Equalities Implications 

6.1 There are positive impacts of this decision on a range of service users who 
fall within the protected characteristics of disability and potentially age as 
they will be able to access Council facilities again as regulations permit, 
i.e. leisure facilities. Otherwise the equality impacts of this decision are 
natural and no further actions are recommended. 

7 Carbon Reduction/Environmental Sustainability Implications 

7.1 There are no carbon reduction or sustainability implications arising from 
this report. 

8 Appendices 

8.1 None 

9 Background Papers 

9.1 None 

10 Reasons for Recommendations 

10.1 To ensure awareness of and compliance with applicable legislation as 
lockdown restrictions ease.  

10.2 To ensure that Council premises, facilities, and service reopen when 
legally permitted in a covid secure manner.  

10.3 To ensure efficient decision making and to avoid the Executive from 
becoming overwhelmed by operational decisions.  

 


